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Proposed No.

Signature Report

February 21, 2001

Ordinance 14049

2000-0191.3 Sponsors  Sullivan

AN ORDINANCE relating to comprehensive planning and
sewer and water system utility planniﬁg; amending
Ordinance 931, Section 8, as amended, and K.C.C.
13.08.070, Ordinance 13625, Section 22, and X.C.C.
13.24.035, Ordinance 10095, Section 9, and K.C.C.
13.24.120, Ordinance 11616, Section 10, as amended, and
K.C.C. 13.24.132, Ordinance 11616, Section 11, a5
amended, and K.C.C. 13.24.134, Ordinance 11616,v Section
12, as amended, and K.C.C. 13.24.136, Ordinance 11616,
Section 13, and K.C.C. 13.24.138 and Ordinance 11616,

Section 14, and K.C.C. 13.24.140.

PREAMBLE:

For the purposes of effective land use planning and regulation, the King

County Council makes the following legislative findings:
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1. King County has adopted the 1994 King County Comprehensive Plan
to meet the requirements of the Washington state Growth Management
Act (GMA).

2. The GMA requires that the Comprehensive Plan and development
regulations be subject to continuing review and evaluation by the county.
3. King County has approved annual amendments to correct technical
errors, and to make changes that do not require a substantive policy
change or alter the urban growth line.

4. King County has performed its first comprehensive four-year cycle
review of the Comprehensive Plan and development regulations. Asa
result of the review, King County is amending the 1994 Comprehensive
through passage of the 2000 King County Comprehensive Plan.

5. The changes to K.C.C. Title 13 contained in this ordinance are needed
to bring K.C.C. Title 13 into conformance with the 2000 King County
Comprehensive Plan, as required by the GMA. As such they bear a
substantial relationship to, and are necessary for, the public health, safety
and general welfare of King County and its residents.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

SECTION 1. Ordinance 931, Section 8, as amended, and K.C.C. 13.08.070 are

each hereby amended to read as follows:

Location of sysfems. In (Full-Service-Areas-of)) the Urban Growth Area, no new

on-site sewage systems shall be allowed, except as specifically permitted under K.C.C.
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13.24.136. New on-site sewage systems may be installed as a permanent system on lots

located in((:

———3—R))rural and resource areas of King County ((as-a-permanent-system;-and

system-for-new-construetion-and-subdivisions)), including all rural towns except Vashon.

In the rural town of Vashon new on-site systems are not allowed and all new development

must be served by the Vashon sewer district as consistent with RCW Title 57.

On-site ((S))sewage systems shall be located on the same lot as the buildings they
are designed to serve, or, may be approved by the director of public health on another
property if an easement is obtained and recorded.

SECTION 2. Ordinance 13625, Section 22, and K.C.C. 13.24.035 are each
hereby amended to read as follows:

Public sewer service. A. All development within the urban growth area shall be

served by public sewer service((—Exeeptions-may-be-made-only-in-the following cases:

———1)) except ((©))on-site sewage systems may be allowed temporarily in some parts

of the urban growth area in accordance with K.C.C. 13.24.136 and 13.08.070((;-and
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and-open-space-uses)).

B. Public sewer service shall also be provided in rural towns when the service

provision has been approved by King County ((through-aKing-Ceounty Comprehenstve
Plan-designation)). As of the effective date of this section, only the rural town of Vashon

has been approved:for public sewer service.

C. Public sewer service shall not be provided outside the urban growth area or any
rural town designated té receive the service, except as described in K.C.C. 13.24.134.

D. Sewer extensions under subsections A.2 and C of this section shall be approved
by the ((€))council, if it is determined that the extension meets the criteria in this section
and is consistent with all other adopted King County policies and regulations. Decisions on
sewer extensions in rural or resource areas shall be made by the ((€))council in the form of
a sewer comprehensive plan or an amendment to a sewer comprehensive plan.

E. The required elements of a sewerage general plan in RCW 36.94.010(3) are
included in the 1994 King County Compréhensive Plan and its technical appendix, as
adopted in K.C.C. Title 20.

SECTION 3. Ordinance 10095, Section 9, and K.C.C. 13.24.120 are each hereby
amended to read as follows: |

Certificates of water availability. The issuance of a certificate of water

availability by a water utility is required to document that adequate water service is

available to proposed development projects within King County. ((Water-availability-shall
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two-percent:)) Certificates of water availability shall document that the water utililty's

service capability is adequate for the proposed development consistent with criteria or

standards of the Department of Health, Department of Ecology, and the Seattle-King

Health Department, as appropriate to the development. King County shall not accept a

certificate of water availability if information provided on the certificate is not complete or

not consistent with the intent of K.C.C. Title 13 or K.C.C. Title 6.

SECTION 4. Ordinance 11616, Section 10, as amended, and K.C.C. 13.24.132
are each hereby amended to read as follows:

New sewer facilities in rural areas. New sewer facilities shall be allowed to cross
the rural areas only if ((saeh)) the facilities are:

A. Limited to serving areas within an urban growth area, rural city or a rural town

approved for public sewer service:

B. Tightlined or otherwise subject to access restrictions precluding service to
adjacent rural areas; and

C. Identified in a King County-approved comprehensive sewage system plan and
upon a finding by the utilities technical review committee that it is technically necessary.

SECTION 5. Ordinancé 11616, Section 11, as amended, and K.C.C. 13.24.134
are each hereby amended to read as follows:

Expansion of sewer service in rural and natural resource areas. A. Sewer
service shall be expanded to serve uses in the rural and natural resource areas only if the
facilities are:

(A=) 1. Needed to address:
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((3)) a. Specific health and safety problems threatening the existing uses of
structures ((permitted-before January-9,-1995)); or

((Z)) b. The needs of public ((facilities-such-as)) schools; ((and
—B)) 2. Tightlined; and

((€)) 3. A finding is made by the utilities technical review committee that no cost-
effective alternative technologies are feasible.

((B-)) B. Decisions on sewer service expansions in rural or resource areas shall be
made by ((the-eouneil))King County in the form of approval of a sewer comprehensive
plan or approval of an amendment to a sewer comprehensive plan.

SECTION 6. Ordinance 11616, Section 12, as amended, anc} K.C.C. 13.24.136
are each hereby amended to read as follows:

On-site sewage treatment and disposal systems in the urban growth area. On-
site sewage treatment and disposal systems shall be permitted in the urban growth area only

for single-family residences or on land in the North Bend urban growth area with actual or

potential commercial or industrial zoning, or on land where there is a proposal to redevelop

or expand an existing use subject to a vested land use application, only on an interim

basis((5)) and only as follows:

A. For individual lots ((in-the-full serviee-area-orservice-planning-area)), the
director of the department of development and environmental services may authorize
individual on-site sewage treatment and disﬁosal systems given the following findings:

1. Application of the requirement of K.C.C. 13.24.035 that all development in the

urban growth area be served by public sewers, would deny all reasonable use of an

individual lot;
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2. The applicant has submitted a certificate of sewer availability from the most
logical sewer utility accompanied by a letter that demonstrates to the satisfaction of the

director that the requirement to receive public sewer service from the utility is unreasonable

or infeasible at the time of construction;

3. The applicant has provided a certificate of future connection from the

appropriate utility that certifies that an irrevocable agreementﬁ has been entered into with the
utility providing that the property shall be connected to public sewers upon availability of
such sewers and that the property owner shall pay all costs of connection to the sewer and
cénnection of the roof drainage either to the abandoned on-site sewage drainfield ((€)) or to
septic tank only if completely cleaned out prior to connection((3)). This certificate shall

stipulate that the applicant and the applicant's ((grantees)) successor's and interest agree to

participate in and not protest the formation of a utility local improvement district or local
improvement district or utility project that is designed to provide public sewer services to
the property. This certificate shall be recorded in the real property records of King County
and shall be a permanent condition on the property running with the land until such time as
the costs for connection are fully paid to the utility;

4. The abandoned on-site sewage system shall be connected to receive all rooftop

runoff once the property is connected to the public sewer((;-and
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proposal located in the North Bend urban growth area or for a parcel that has a vested land

use application for the redevelopment or expansion of an existing use, the director of the

department of development and environmental services may authorize on-site sewage

treatment and disposal systems given the following findings:

1. The property in the North Bend urban growth area has actual or potential

commercial or industrial zoning:

2. The proposed uses for those properties in the North Bend urban growth area are

non-retail, resource-based shipping, distributing, and trucking-related uses or highway-

oriented uses, that do not require sewers; and

3. The applicant provides an agreement, binding on the applicant and the

applicant's successors, that the property shall be connected to public sewers upon

availability of such sewers within 200 feet of the property, that the property owner shall

pay all costs of connection to the sewer, and that applicant agrees to participate in and not

protest the formation of a utility local improvement district or local improvement district or

utility project that is designed to provide public sewer services to the property. This

certificate shall be recorded in the real property records of King County and shall be a

permanent condition on the property running with the land until such time as the costs for

connection are fully paid to the utility; and
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C. The applicant has received approval for an on-sitc sewage treatment and

disposal system design from the department of public health-Seattle and King County in

accordance with the rules and regulations of the King County board of health, K.C.C. Title

13.

SECTION 7. Ordinance 11616, Section 13, and K.C.C. 13.24.138 are each
hereby amended to read as follows:

Water facilities in rural areas. A. Standards and plans for utility services in rural
areas and the design and scale of new water facilities that serve the Urban Growth Area but
must be located in the rural area shall be consistent with the needs of long-term low density
residential development and resource industries in the rural area.

B. Private wells and Group B water systems may be allowed in rural areas. If the
area for a new public. water system is included in the planning area of an existing water
purveyor as identified in a Coordinated Water System Plan, the water system should be
operated by the purveyor through either satellite management or direct service.

C. Existing Group A Watef systems may be allowed to remain and shall not be
expanded beyond the total number of lots which such system is ultimately designed to
serve, except as may be provided in subsection D of this section.

D. Establishment of new Group A water systems or the expansions of existing
Group A water systems may also be allowed if:

l.a. Water systems ((existing-as-of December-31;-1994)) have quality or quantity
problems that threaten public health and which can best be solved by Group A service(());

or

10
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((Z)) b. The area has been assigned to a water purveyor through a King County-
adopted coordinated water system plan((;)); and

((3—Priorte)) 2. Before approval of the new system or system extension, the
maximum number of connections has been specified based on the number of previously
platted ((€)) ,or otherwise legally divided((3)), lots and the zoning approved for the total
rural area being served, and Group A service is financially feasible at the resulting
density.

SECTION 8. Ordinance 11616, Section 14, énd K.C.C. 13.24.140 are each
hereby amended to read as follows:

Interim alternative water service. All development in the urban growth area
((shall))may be served by the appropriate existing Group A water purveyor. Alternative
water service shall be permitted on an interim basis, only as follows:

A. For individual lots ((iﬂ%he—FaH—Seﬁéeeﬁea—er—ﬁle—Seﬁéee—PlaﬂmgArea)), the
director of the department of development and environmental services may authorize
interim water service from an existing Group B public water purveyor or the development
of an individual well given the following findings;

1. The applicant has submitted a certificate of water availability from the

appropriate Group A water purveyor accompanied by a letter from the same purveyor

which demonstrates to the satisfaction of the director that the requirement to receive water
service from the purveyor is unreasonable or infeasible at the time of construction , which

means service cannot be provided in a timely and reasonable manner in accordance with

RCW 70.116.060(3)(b)(GG-and));

11
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241 2. The applicant has received a water availability certificate from an existing

242 Group B public water purveyor or has received pre-application approval for connection to a
243 private well from the Seattle-King County department of public health in accordance with
244 the rules and regulations of King County board of health ((t))Title 12((,—&3(—:1));

245 3. The applicant has provided a Certificate of Future Connection from the

246 appropriate Group A water purveyor which certifies that an irrevocable agreement has been
247 entered into with the purveyor providing that the property shall be connected to the

248 purveyor's water system upon availability of such water service and that the property owner
249 shall péy all costs of connection. This certificate shall stipulate that the applicant and his
250 grantees agree to participate in and not protest the formation of a (B))utility (())local

251 (®)improvement ((B))district (ULID) or ((L))local (®)improvement ((B))district (LID)
252 or utility purveyor project ((whieh)) that is designed to provide public water services to
253 the ﬁroperty. This certificate shall be recorded in the real property records of King

254 County and shall be a permanent condition on the property running with the land until
255 such time as the costs for connection are fully paid to the purveyor((;)); énd

256 4. Application of the standards of this title would otherwise preclude reasonable
257 - use of the property.

258 B. For subdivisions and short subdivisions ((in-the-Service-Planning-Area-only)),
259 interim water service from a new or existing Group B public water system may_be

260 approved as follows:

261 1. The applicant has received approval for the creation of a new Group B public
262 system in accordance with the ((pre%ésiéﬂs—ef—tﬂhe)) applicable Coordinated Water System

12
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Plan, if any, or the applicant has received a water availability certificate from an existing
Group B public water system((;)); and
2. The director of the department of development and environmental services
makes the following findings:
a. the applicant has providéd a Certificate of Future Connection from the
appropriate Group A water purveyor which certifies that an irrevocable agreement has been

entered into with the purveyor providing that the property shall be connected to the

- purveyor's water system upon availability of such water service and that the property owner

shall pay all costs of connection. This certificate shall stipulate that the applicant and his
grantees agree to participate in and not protest the formation of a ({))utility ((E))local
((®)improvement ((B))district (ULID) or ((E))local ((#))improvement ((B))district (LID) or
utility purveyor project ((whieh)) that is designed to provide public water services to the
property. This certificate shall be recorded in the real property records Qf King County and
shall be a permanent condition on the property running with the land until such time as the
costs for connection are fully paid to the purveyor((;and));

b. anew Group B public water system formed in the planning area of an existing
water purvéyor as identified in a Coordinated Water System Plan shall be operated through
satellite system management; and

c. any new Group B public water system shall be built to the design standards of
the appropriate Group A water purveyor to which it will be eventually connected.

C. Either ((E))existing wells ((aad#))or Group B water systems, or both, may serve

the lots ((whiehrsueh)) that the systems are ultimately designed to serve and shall be

managed in compliance with applicable health regulations.

13



»
-

Ordinance 14049

286 SECTION 9. Severability. If any provision of this ordinance or its application to
287 any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance or the

288 application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.

289 NOTE: This ordinance was passed on the 2/12/01 agenda although the final vote was not
290 taken until 2/20/01.

291

Ordinance 14049 was introduced on 3/6/00 and passed as amended by the Metropolitan
King County Council on 2/12/01, by the following vote:

Yes: 12 - Mr. von Reichbauer, Ms. Miller, Ms. Fimia, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Pelz,
Mr. McKenna, Ms. Sullivan, Mr. Nickels, Mr. Gossett, Ms. Hague, Mr.
Vance and Mr. Irons

No: 1 - Mr. Pullen

Excused: 0

KING COUNTY COUNCIL
TY GTON

-

Pete von Reichbauer, Chair

ATTEST:

osnrinens

Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

APPROVED this 2~ day of mM(/L 80(

Ron Sims, ‘County Executive

Attachments None
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